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First - What are your goals for activating?

A goal is an idea of the future or desired result that a person or a group of
people envision, plan and commit to achieve.

» Goals will help guide your trip planning and summit choices

Beginner:

» Gaining experience and confidence in portable operating
» Success in working those first few summits

 Start accumulating points

Established Activator:

» Gaining points working towards MG or other awards
 uniques, different modes, DX

* bagging certain summits in a region or on a trip


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
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Where to start

« Tag along... Join a trip out with other experienced activators

« Contact the Regional or Association Manager in your area for
ideas where to go and to connect with other activators

* Research summits and trip planning using computer, smartphone
and other internet resources

« Good old paper maps and books
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Researching SOTA-designated summits

Internet Based:

« SOTA Mapping Project (SOTA Maps) - Official SOTA
mapping tool  https.//www.sotamaps.org/

« SOTLAS (SOTAAtlas) https://sotl.as/map

Smartphone Apps:
* SOTA Goat (iPhone)
« SOTA Spotter (Android)
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SOTA Mapping Project
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 Summits with most activations are * Zero may mean access restrictions or
usually easier accessed private property - or ready for #1
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Finding Summit Info - First Level

Reviewing Trip Reports and
contacting a recent activator

are quick ways to get updated
summit info - not much
research necessary.
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SOTA Atlas
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* Same basic summit info as SOTA MAPS * Nice activator data page
with cleaner layout
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When choosing a summit:
« Confirm access and land status (public/private)
» Determine basic driving and hiking routes

« Even with trip descriptions check for recent updates,
closures, etc

10
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Tools for Researching Summit Access

« CalTOPO

» Gaia Maps

* Avenza Maps

* AllTrails

» Google Earth

» Peak Bagger

 Forest Service MVUM Access maps

» USGS Public Lands Maps - https:imaps.usgs.govipadus/
« SOTAMaps - Tracks



